
CLASSIFIEDS: JOBS CARS HOMES APARTMENTS DEALS DATING CLASSIFIEDS SUBSCRIBE TODAY

Sign up Log in FEATURED: Crime Reports Jobs & the Economy gobeachcomber.com Find what you are looking for ... SEARCH

ADVERTISEMENT

News Sports Opinion Business Shorelife Entertainment Obituaries Weeklies Help

Nov. 23, 2011  |  

A A

ONANCOCK -- The Rev. Dr. Kirk Mariner, an
historian and author, and a retired United 
Methodist minister, has published his ninth 
book about the Eastern Shore of Virginia.

"Almost An Island, The History of Saxis, 
Virginia," is available at The Book Bin for 
$17.95 and has arrived in time for holiday gift
-giving.

In his introduction, Brooks Miles Barnes, 
librarian at the Eastern Shore Public Library, 
calls the book "one of Kirk Mariner's finest 
achievements."

"For so small and remote a place, Saxis 
Island's history is surprisingly rich," states 
the book jacket. "Its main characters are a 
host of simple folk for whom the tradition of 
'following the water' required hard work, 

resilience, and ingenuity -- oystermen and watermen, old salts and 
blockade runners saint and scalawags, even a family of muskrat 
farmers.

"Yet a number of notable figures from the outside world keep 
dropping in: Captain John Smith, a British sea captain, renowned 
aviators and generals and admirals -- plus an elephant that 
oldtimers are still talking about."

Mariner was assisted in the research and writing of the book by 
Barry W. Miles and Moody K. Miles III, Saxis 
natives who are among the Shore's foremost 
genealogists.
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