THLE QYSTER WAR.

Gov. Lee Determined to Uphold the
Laws of Yirginia.

A eonfliet hetwepn the States-of
Firginia and Marevland at onetima
seemed imminent in econseqnence
af the proelamation of Gov., Jaek-
son throwing epen tha waters of
the oz Island flats to dredeers.
That danzer has been averted hy
the withdrawal stnee of the procla-
mation, to oive the legislatnres of
the two Stafes time to aet in the
matter.

Gov. Lee received fhe following
telearam Friday of Inst weelk from
M. T. Smith. attorney for the Com-
monwealth  of  Northumbervland
ennnty:

TIRATHVILLE. VA.. Nov. 20, 'R0,

Governor Pitzhnegh Lee, Rich-
mond:

The hoats dredeine on  Hog
Island  yesterday were, with the
assistance of Captain Seth Toster.
arrested. and at the jnstica’s trial
this eantain testified that Toster
told them to aect nnder Governor
Jackson’s proclamation. 1t was
=aid in the presenes of Poster, who
sabd, that if he had it to do over
agyin he wanlid not make the ar-
rest. Upon this  statement the

instiee dischavged the pmsoners.
Tinder this decision all of the
tredgers ave likely to be on Tewis!
reservatinn on Monday. Foster
savs he has not received instroe
tions from yon in regard to Tlog
Island. Won’t yvon, nnder these
T sy — --h.'i-wr P
nud Captain W, B 1.?331’t¢r1?2°5iu
that Tewis is '|1|rut(\chul. natwith-
standing the action of Governor
Jarkson. M. 1. SarrTm,
Attorney for the Commonwealth.
GOVERNOR LEE'S INSTRUCTIONS.

TTpon “he receipt of this teleeram
Governor Lee sent the following
insrpnerions to Captain Foster:
“Captain  Foster, Commanding

fartnnate conflie! batween tha fwo
Stares, which is to be depreeated,
I wonld sagwest that von sith-
hold furtheraction nntil one respers
tive legislatures, which are soonfo
meet, can fake soch action as mav
be necessary to amicabiy settle
this mafter

Whatever may be the right of
anr respective S ates in the matter
in eontroversy. it Reems to me but
fair and just that Mr. Lewis, who
isat all events an innocent partr,
and who hag made Inrge expendi
tures in planting oysfers on this
gronnd, should he allowed a renson-
ithle time to taka np thasa ovsters,
and notto be deelaresd the lawinl
prey fonthe dredgers of Maryland
and Firginin.

Stncerely hoping von may sea
the jusries of this view and eon-
eer with meas to the conrse [ pro-
pose, T am.

Very respeetfully,
Your obedient servant,
FrrzaoGa LEE.

Gov.
RicHatoxDp, VA, Dec 4, '80 —
At noon today the Firginia Tweis-
latme, elected in the contest of
November 5l last, was opened.
the two Tlonses were
organized Gov, Lee sent in s list
annnal message. The salient points
of 1he message as dictared by the
Governor himsell are these,
If all the ontstanding obligations

af the State weara fnded inlo Rid
Meberger  honds the  prineipal

waonld be in ronnd numbers 222 -
(000,000, earrying an anneal in-
torest eharge of 20660.000. By ns-
ing the tha State, &e.,
this prineipal conld  be reduced in
ronnd ninmbers to 817,000,000, ear
sving am o annual interest charge of

Lee's Message.

Soon after

a=5ets of

Srate Steamer Chesapeake, Nor [#510,000. Tf the present appropria

foll, Th:

“A[r. Lewis enjovs certain rights
under the haw of this Siate.  Tris
my dnty to s=ee that snch Taw is
exeented.  Yon  are instrncted
thevefora  to  fnllv protect  Mr.
Lewis in hiz nahts.

“The law of one State cannob be
repealed by the proclamution of
rhe Governer of another.

“Frrzoven LEE?

Gov. LEE To GOV, JACKSOXN,

COMMIONWEALTII OF VIRGINTA,
GOVERNOR'S OFFICE,

RricaxoxD, Fa. Nov 20,80, )
To His BExcellener. Elthn B. Jack

son. Governor of Maryland, An-

napolis, Md:

My Dear Si.=It having been
hronght to my attention that yon
had by pablic proclamation de-
elared Tlog Island flats open fo
Maryland and Virginia oystermen
tor dredging pnrposes, and think
ingthat such action on yenr part
wis precipitate and likely to lead
to contlier hetween the anthorities
of Maryland and Virginia. I wired
¥on requesting yon to take no ac-
tion uutil T eonld be heard from,
Sinee then I heve learned that my
fears were well fonmded, as is
shown by the anfortnuate ocenre
yence of The day before yesterday.
when a Maryland boat was sank
Ly a boat enmmanded hy a com-
missioned officerof Virginia, whose
duty it was to profect Mr Lewis
i his lease of the Hog Island
flats,

Mhe State of Virginia by un aet
of her General  Assembly has de
elaped Heg Island flats open for
planting purposes. and Mr. Lewis
nnder that law had the Hats as-
sicued to him, and opon the faith
of thar aer has made o lirge ex-
penditure of money in planting
ovsters there, The Legishiture of
the State of Virginia, by passing
the act above referred fto, has
solemuly asserted the vight of Pir-
ginia to ‘this water, and until the
cantrary is declared by thesame
body by repeal of thar law, it is
my daty as the Executive of the
Srate of Virginia to maintain her
chiom and to protect her lessee in
the rights graufed him by this
Srate.

I think that yonr commissioner,
as well as Mr, Whiring, has entire-
Iy mizeconceived the porpose and
nhia et of the joint investig:ation in

the disputed locality. Mr. Jones
wasrequested by me (incompliance
wish yoor request) to be present
when the line was examined, in
order to give onr interpretation of
the line laid down by Messrs. Blaek
<1 associates in their award, and
exp-ecially to get the opinion of an
expert. coast surveyor as to 1he
weaning of the word “Leadlinds”
asused in that award. That this
was the sole object in calling in an
ofticer from the Unired Staies
Coast, Survey is shown by yoor
statement thaft you were going to
wake an such investigation whetl-
er Virgivia acted with you or not,
A rvelerence to our eorrespondence ||
will show. the e Lec—mo TTETL [0 3 D-
point arbitraters to lay off the
Leundary line, and that such pow-
ers were vested in the Legislarnre

ol Virginia alone. TI. tlierefore,
consider Mr. Winting’s letter as a
mere expression ol his own opinion
as 1o where the Jenkins and Black
line runs in (e lecillty of Hog
Island, and in no sense as an
award binding on either State, T
am iuformed by Mr. Jones, who
wils preseut as the representative
ol Firginia, that he took this posi-
tion at 1le time the marter was an
der discassion, and that he strenns
ously contended that Mr. Whiling
had no power to make the award
hie hus sinee nude,

Even had I assamed the power
to appoint arbitrators ro settie the
bonndary line, such actien ou my
part would have reguired rafitica-
tion by legislative action, and the
existing ~tutns shonld have been
preserved until that body had
pissed npon the award of said ar-
bitrators.

I am satisfied that a full and fair
hearing of this question will prove
Mr. Whiting 1o be erroneous in his
views, avd a5 the attewmpt of the
Marylaud anthorities to maintain

vour View tan only resultin an an-

ripns are eontinned and  the reve-
nues remain oractically the same,
the amonns avadable to pay infer-
ext on any settlement of the debt,
moponnd numbers will  be abont
£361.000. The difference hetween
thiz amount and the interest winch
wonld have to he paid nnder the
new settlemenr now  afforded the
ereditorz. conld be provided for by
the Lemslature, The most impor-
fant point in the  financial part of
the messnge, (eontinnes the Gov
ernor) is where 1he question is nar-
rowed down to the items alone
that are pressing {or seitlement

The messaoe intimates that the

212,000,000 in vonnd lmm lier with
rax coupons, and the 85,800.000 of
tax conpons w Inrli have matnred in
and inclnsive of Jaunary 1st, 1800,
might be fmnded at sp\'anr,\‘. sixty
and forty cents, respectively, mak-
ing a total prineipal of 81.L950 000,
on which, at thiee per cent, thae an-
nnal interest would he $4£8.500,
It the above classes of bouds ¢an
Le settledd in some sneh way, the
debt wonld be settled. As tha
litigation has been over them alone,
the State has had fo pay onan
average during the past two yedrs
®237.000 for coupons loreed into
the trensury for tuxes. If some
sieh proposiiion s has heen ont.
tined were aceepted by the eredi-
tors, the State woukl only have to
poy $16:3.000 per annnm more than
she has been paving to have the
debt setthed.

As tonew snhjeefs of taxation
the Governor nuder the heabof the
Qtate debt says:  “Dyvthe exercise
of the greatest eeomomy, by searchs
ine vonr tax laws closely, hy an
examination of the max laws of
other States. there may be  fonnd
come new subjeets of taxarion by
wlitel o sum greater than the one
have I stated woulld vepresent ifs
interest abiliny afier providing for
those expenses ahsolntely neces-
sary to earry on the State Govern.
ment: hnt antil this is done it is
not safe or sonnd  to make any
compuet carrying a greater obligit-
tion than yen have in sight the
menns to provide for. In conehud-
ing this portion of my message 1
cannor  tno strongly impress npon
von the importance ol resolutely
refusing to enact any legislation
which will produce an inerease in
onr list of expenses,”?

In coneluding his reference to the
honndary dispute between Mary-
land and  Virginia, the Governor
save: I feel that this General As-
sembly, as well as the correspond.
inge botly  of Maryland. now seon
to Tassemble, \rsll_]mmi\ arrive af a
solation of tlw question af issne
whieh will sutisfetorvily proteet all
concerned in the interest of their
respective States and not leave a
ripple of rage upon a single wave
of the great viver flowing befween
them. Firginia, by legislation,
has solemnly asserted her right to
this warer. It 1smy duty, there
fore, as er Executive, to mntntet
rhﬁ I’rw wiio m\e

ﬂ sed F‘i""\p\ i H
my ]mwe\-mn hearing npou I:Ilu
subject.”’— Norfolk Ledger.

For the Beneflt of Hon. Jefferson Dayis

The Duvis Land Co.. has been
organized at Jackson, Miss., the
ohject of the promoters being to
purcehase 5,700 acres of land in Ar-
kansas, belonging to Hon. Jeffer-
gon Davis. Referving to this mat-
ter the Naghville (Tenn.) Daily
American says: “1t has been as
certained that ex President Davis
ix abont 840.000 in debt, and while
he owns property uside from the
tractof land in Arkansas that
yields him a handsowe incame, it
takes nearly all of this ineome to
paAy the interest on the debfywhich
is dne larzely tn the honndless
hospitality of Mr. Davis, made nec
essary by his exalted position.
Mr. Davis has always firmly re-
fnsed to receive money as a gilt,
aml the only way to meet the ex-
irencies of the case and plaee Lim
ina condition to spend the shorg
=pace ol time that is allotted ro
i on earth free from financial
eares is by the purchase of the Ar-
kansas land.” Shares of 810 euch
to the amonnt of H100,000 have
been issned.
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